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Abstract

Cultural beliefs and architecture have been recognized as a strong
relationship. However, a knowledge gap exists regarding the interaction
between culture and spatial organization in local architecture. This research
used case methods to explore the influence of cultural factors on the
formation and design of detached houses and apartments in Jordan.
Specifically, this article aims to explore the socio-cultural impact of privacy
on spatial hierarchy and spatial organization in order to ascertain socio-
spatial designs in Jordanian culture. Data were collected through a
comprehensive analysis of plans, photographs, direct observation, and in-
depth interviews with Jordanian household residents. The data was analyzed
socio-spatially with regard to circulation, privacy, security, and spatial
arrangement of indoor and outdoor spaces. This research found that cultural
factors and general traditions influence the design of detached dwellings
more than the design of apartments in Jordan. Also, Jordan's cultural beliefs
and traditions are strongly reflected in the people's values, practices,
activities and the level of privacy required in a particular home. Therefore,
privacy becomes a social, religious and personal need that Jordanian local
architecture must accommodate. Because culture shapes human beings'
views of the world, and then both culture and worldview adopt social and
personal values to determine lifestyle, define clearly defined activities, and
define requirements for residents to design the components of space
required for cultural recognition. This research recommends that home
designers adapt to the cultural practices, beliefs, and privacy needs of

specific people when designing homes.
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