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The Role of Tourism in Enriching the Cultural Competence of Arabic Learners Who
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Abstract:

Cultural competence is considered an advanced stage in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic
speakers, as it requires learners to master the four fundamental skills of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Through cultural competence, social and communicative proficiency is
achieved.

When we look at the reality of Arabic language institutes for non-Arabic speakers, we notice a
focus on language programs tailored to specific needs and an emphasis on integrating students
with native Arabic speakers. Here, the role of tourism comes into play. While tourism primarily
focuses on economic returns, it offers multiple benefits, including linguistic and cultural
development, connecting learners with Arab society’s culture, and fostering openness to daily
communication styles to coexist with the language and its speakers.

This paper aims to elucidate the role of tourism in enriching the cultural competence of Arabic
learners who speak other languages using a descriptive-analytical survey method. Data will be
collected through a sample of students from the Arabic Language Institute for Speakers of
Other Languages at King Abdulaziz University.

The significance of this paper lies in highlighting the importance of cultural competence for
second language learners, due to its impact on social communication and interaction with
native speakers. The paper specifically focuses on understanding the role of tourism in
enriching the cultural competence of Arabic learners who speak other languages through an
application on students of the Arabic Language Institute for Speakers of Other Languages at
King Abdulaziz University in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia during the first semester of 2025.

The research problem is defined as identifying the role of tourism in enriching the cultural
competence of Arabic learners who speak other languages, which appears unclear to many
specialists. Therefore, the research contributes to clarifying the role of cultural competence in
achieving linguistic communication and the impact of tourism programs on developing cultural
and social competencies.
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